[Health psychology, medical psychology, psychosomatic medicine and liaison psychiatry].
Health psychology is a new discipline which introduces transactional conceptions and biopsychosocial integrative models of health and disease. Its fields of research overlap the traditional domain of psychosomatic medicine (study and treatment of the mind--conscious or unconscious--of organic patients), and also, partially, the domain of psychological medicine (which in France is focused on the psychology of the practitioner and the patient-doctor relationship), behavioral medicine and liaison psychiatry (which is the use of modern diagnosis and treatment of psychiatry proper to medical patients). Rather than a potential competition, one must see a challenge and an opportunity for renewal of psychiatry in the field of medicine as well as collaborative perspectives. Health psychology uses new stringent methodology and instruments for research (dimensions) evolving from scientific psychology. Brief and critical analysis of this new discipline.